
Do we really need to manage and conserve our water? 

Water is one of the main natural resources in Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka being an agriculture country it 

has had an immense contribution from Irrigation towards the Agro Economy since the inception 

of its history. Sri Lanka is a country with 103 rivers. Of these river basins, about 20 come under 

perennial while the rest belong to the category of seasonal rivers. The magnitude of the river 

basins varied depending on the extents of its water shed area which ranges from 10 km2   to 

10,000 km2. Geographically, the extent of land belonging to river basins is about 90% of the 

total land area of Sri Lanka. The remaining is 10%, because we do not have a river in Jaffna 

peninsula, the land area that comes under Jaffna peninsula is around 10% of the total area of 

Sri Lanka. This means that 90% of the total area of Sri Lanka excluding Jaffna falls within a river 

basin. [Refer the map]. No other country in the world has this luxury of water resource. 
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Water is a natural resource but limited. Today it is used for multiple needs of human being. The 

water requirement of developing world has increased by many folds due to the luxurious living 

standard of people and due to multiple uses for industries. Provision of clean potable water to 

the people has become a global issue.   

United Nations Organization has identified Sri Lanka as one of the few countries which will not 

face scarcity of water by year 2025. But the fact remains that, though, we have enough quantity 

of water as a country by 2025, do all citizens of the island have access to water for their daily 

needs? 

Farming community struggles for irrigation water every season, whilst 40% of citizens in remote 

area of the country still waiting for a supply of pipe born water. Most of the time during dry 

season, wells get dried up due to long spells without rain. Villagers have to walk miles to find a 

source of water during these dry spells.  

Sri Lanka had a very systematic and well predicted rain pattern till about year 2010. We had 

North-East monsoon rain and south west monsoon rains, in Maha and Yala seasons 

respectively. With the two inter monsoon rains along with two monsoons the agriculture of this 

country was a assured employment. But this assurance of well spread rain pattern has been 

suddenly changed.     

Sri Lanka experiences flash floods due to high intensity rain falls in short period and then 

followed by very dry spells, causing drought. This gives an alarm to plan an effective and 

efficient irrigation water management system in all irrigation works. If not all water sector will 

suffer because major portion of water in the island is consumed by irrigated agriculture. 

Current Situation 

There is a huge demand for water now not only from irrigated agriculture sector, but also from 

domestic water sector, energy sector. Very soon industries and water recreation sectors too 

will ask for their fare share.  Main cities and townships will use more water to maintain 

environmental friendly and aesthetically beautiful locations in near future. This high demand 

has complicated the situation further. 



Water Pollution  

The most fearsome factor regarding water in the country is pollution of water. Pollution takes 

place everywhere, from the spout to virgin forests, where all water courses commences. Rivers, 

water bodies, domestic wells and ponds are being polluted. This happens in various ways,  

I. Human Activities 

II. Contamination of water bodies due to flow of waste  water, from hotels, trade 

centers and apartments 

III. Waste from factories, saw mills, rice mills 

IV. Application of uncontrolled amount of agrochemicals to crops, which will mix up 

with irrigated water and finally end up at the rivers and stream water. 

 

This process of pollution of water is taking place very rapidly. Even the government or 

institutions who are responsible for protecting this valuable resource are not taking any 

corrective measures or legal action against these people. 

National Environmental Act provides provision to take legal action against any individual or 

organization that pollutes water knowingly or unknowingly. But it does not happen in an 

effective manner. 

So it is very clear that we should take very strict actions to protect water from pollution and 

conserve water. 

Urbanization 

It has been predicted that the urban population will increase by another six (6) million by the 

year 2025. The responsible authorities need to provide drinking water, household water and 

power to this new unborn population. It means another share of limited available water should 

be allocated to this new requirement. This is managing water in different water need sectors. 

Hence careful management of water is a must to cater for the multiple demand of living being. 



Conclusion 

Water a natural resource which was in pristine state at the beginning of life in the world has 

now been badly polluted as well as exploited by human activities. It is being sought after for 

various activities of people. It was required only for domestic purposes at the beginning. But 

now it is being used for domestic purposes, agriculture, power generation, industries and 

recreational activities. It is not only being used but also polluted by human being. Hence if a 

proper management plan is not adhered to, this precious natural resource would not be 

available for the use of living being, especially for consumption in the near future. These issues 

have been foreseen by various governments of the world but not by the government of Sri 

Lanka. They have taken steps to manage water in an integrated manner with the consensus of 

all stakeholders. They have taken policy decision on allocation of water for various 

requirements. 

But unfortunately still Sri Lanka has not got a policy plan on allocation of water to various 

requirements on sustainable manner. Hence it is highly imperative to have a policy plan for the 

government of Sri Lanka on allocation of water for various requirement of the country. If not 

the present generation will be cursed by the future generation of Sri Lanka for not taking steps 

to manage and conserve water in a sustainable manner 
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